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belonging to the stock of Bika, while the posterity of the
merchants and writers claim hereditary office. The whole
story of this adventure is a counterpart of the episode of the
Danites in the Book of Judges ; when that tribe sought them
an inheritance to dwell in, and six hundred men, "well
appointed with weapons of war/' emigrated to Laish, where
they smote the people with the edge of the sword, built a
city, and dwelt therein, while the sons of the Levite whom
they carried off on their road remained hereditary priests of
the sept. It should be observed, however, that the Rajput
immigrants are never stated to have exterminated those whom
they found in possession of the land, as the Israelites seem
usually to have done, but were qnite content to remain the
dominant minority. Of the 300,000 people who now inhabit
Bikanir about 12,000 only are Rajputs. The fact that the
Rajputs of Rajputana never settled down to cultivate the land
which they divided off " among the tribes according to their
families" (to use the words of t&B Book of Joshua), and that
some of their clans have retained for so many centuries that
earliest form of a conquering tribal settlement in which the
victors merely distribute themselves as lords of the soil, is
the prominent peculiarity of their history and existing political
status. Elsewhere in India the Rajputs form great cultivating
communities; but this is where their Chiefs have long lost
tribal sovereignty, and where the land, being very fertile, is
very valuable. In the barren regions of North-West Rajputana
where, as they say, there are more spears than spear-grass
heads, and where blades of steel grow better than blades of
corn, in such regions war and foray are more profitable than
tillage, and this state of constant fighting kept the dominant
clan together like a standing army*

Such being the origin and way of growth of a Rajput State,
the governing authority is, of course, in the hands of the
hereditary Chief of the dominant clan. Mr. (now Sir Henry)
Maine, when discussing in his Ancient Law the origin of
primogeniture, observed ^that in Tndm the succession to public
office or political power forms an exception to the principle